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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Friends,

It is a great pleasure for me to speak to you from the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris by
video, on the occasion of the Annual Meeting for the Regional Liaison Committee for the World
Heritage property “Amami-Oshima Island, Tokunoshima Island, Northern part of
Okinawa Island, and Iriomote Island”.
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This serial World Heritage property, consisting of five component parts across the four
subtropical islands, was inscribed on the World Heritage List at the extended 44th session of
the World Heritage Committee in July 2021, for its unique island biodiversity including a
number of different endemic species confined to each respective island. While the Committee
was held in a hybrid format due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are sure the inscription must
have brought a lot of joy to all the actors involved in the nomination.
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More than two years have now passed since the inscription- and you are probably seeing
already some changes as a result of the, both to its natural environment and local communities
living in and around the World Heritage, including increased number of tourists visiting the
islands from Japan and abroad.
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Natural World Heritage sites contain some of the Earth's most valuable natural areas. The
inscription of this site in 2021 further strengthened the global efforts to protect the most
extraordinary natural places on the planet. World Heritage sites, if managed well, can
contribute greatly to sustainable development. They can help to strengthen the resilience of
communities and the sites in the face of climate change. They can also be an important asset
for economic development for local communities.

At the same time, many World Heritage sites are facing various threats. According to the 2020
IUCN World Heritage Outlook, climate change, invasive species and tourism are the three
prominent factors affecting the natural World Heritage sites globally. More and more World
Heritage sites are also affected by large-scale development, some of them related to
unsustainable tourism.
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It is important to stress that heritage conservation is truly a dynamic process involving a wide
range of actors and stakeholders. Bringing sustainable development to local communities
while safeguarding the World Heritage values is one of the biggest challenges that we are
facing today.
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To give an example, what happens if a large number of tourists visit a World Heritage site
beyond its carrying capacity? It can bring economic benefits in short-term, but can we say it

is sustainable when we think of its long-term impact on nature and local communities? It is




important that tourism is managed in a socially, economically, and environmentally
sustainable manner, in order to ensure that it brings positive impacts to the conservation of
the site and the economic benefits to the local people. | found it encouraging that various
actors involved in the World Heritage site, including the private sector, are meeting regularly
to discuss conservation and management issues. It will allow to have a shared vision for

sustainable future of the site, which is particularly important for serial World Heritage sites.
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| heard that representatives of young people are also present at today’s meeting. While we
often overlook treasures in our own communities, | would like to tell the young participants
that you should be proud of “your” forests, which are so outstanding that cannot be found
elsewhere in the world. Taking this opportunity, | would also like to share with the young
participants the World Heritage Young Professionals Forum, which is organized back-to-back
with the World Heritage Committee sessions. It is a forum where young people representing
different World Heritage sites get together to share experiences and discuss on various topics
related to World Heritage, and we would be pleased to welcome a representative from your
World Heritage site to share your engagement with your World Heritage sites with other youths
from all over the world. This year’'s World Heritage Committee will be held in New Delhi, India
from 21to 31 July.
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While World Heritage is the treasure for humanity as a whole, they cannot exist without the
custodianship of local communities. “Communities” are one of the five objectives or “5Cs” of
the World Heritage Convention. | hope that this joint effort by local people, national and local
governments, business and youth to conserve and manage this World Heritage site— will
continue to bear fruits to safeguard this outstanding natural heritage, and at the same time
enhance local livelihoods while maintaining the cultural and spiritual linkage with the place.
As the Secretariat of the World Heritage Convention, the World Heritage Centre, together with
IUCN, the Advisory Body on natural sites to the World Heritage Committee, are ready for any
cooperation and assistance needed.

| wish you all a very fruitful dialogue and look forward to hearing about the outcome of your

discussions.
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Arigato gozaimashita (Thank you very much).




