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Built Environment

Volume 27, Number | Published by Alexandrioe Fress and odited by Peter Hall and David Banvister

Environmental Assessment —
Japanese Style

GUEST EDITOR: SACHIHIKO HARASHINA
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Fujimae

A place for children +o0 experience
the joy of coexisting with Nature

Fujimae Tidal Flat was saved from a garbage landfill project and designated
as a Ramsar Site in November 2002. The Save Fujimae Association was
founded in 18987 and in July 2003 it is off to a new start as an NPO renamed
the Fujimae Ramsar Society. The Society will continue its mission of
informing people about the marvels of the tidal flat while working towards a
society based on the idea of sustainable development.
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IAIA) apanNewsletter

Volume 2, No. 2 IAIA98 — A —U—F /R KEHERS June 1998

Contents IAIABEIBS A N— KPR T B8 &
(R2ES)

23 April 1998
To the Japan Environment Agency

IAIA awards the efforts of Japan Environment Agency for
making the EIA Law which contributes to sustainability. But
we are very aware of loss of valuable areas in Japan. There are
very few wetlands left in Japan, which are valuable not only
from a domestic but also from an international perspective.
They are especially important for migrantory bird species.

Fujimae Higata at Nagoya City in Aichi Prefecture is one of the
most important wetlands in Japan as indicated by its possible
nomination as a Ramsar site. Members of [AIA recommend a
reconsideration of the decision to develop this wetland so that
the need to conserve it for the people in the 21st century is
seriously considered.

at IAIA Annual General Meeting ©S.Harashina
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(1) TRt (Informing**)
(2) B REEEY (Consultation**)
(3) BEITDNE (Placation™*)
(4) ERBDHDIGE

(5) Partnership (Partnership**)

* Harashina (1994, 2001), 2 X ZE/ECHITH. EHERHASBB/BEIT O
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Fukushima Nuclear Accidents, March 11, 2011
We need have more Global Perspectives
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Opinion

International Herald Tribune

26

The Asahl Shimbun
Friday, April 27, 2007

Tha Asan Sheentuun

The recent scandals at electric
er compames, in which workers
mnvmnl up accidents at nuclear
power plants, altered key data and
dote other illegal practices, have cast
grave doubt on the reliability of the
nuclesr power generation

While the a.-n‘:mb involved have
made their apologies, | wonder if
they truly repent their actions.

My suspicions have grown along
with the industry’s staunch
tion to new environmental assess-
ment rules thar would require carly
disclosure of relevant information
affecting future jectd.

This became at the March 27
meeting of the Environment Min-
istry’s research commission tasked
with introducing crucial early envi-
ronmental assessments in Japan, of
which | am & member.

The panel at the eleventh hour re-
moved power plants—and only pow-
er plants—from the 13 project
categories set to be targeted by its

new shared ﬁ-khm.
In Japan, the standard approach
has been 1o conduct such assess-

ments just prior to Lbiunching a proj-
ect. This inevitably limitx the
of cnvironmental protection meas-
ures because there is seldom time to
thoroughly work out ways to protect
the environment suffici
Assessments should be made long
hefore work acrually k:x:s—thcy
should be done in fact a proj-
ect mrlm is under study. Inter-
natu v. such assessments at the

POINT OF VIEW!/ Sachihiko Harashina

Power plants cut out of new assessment plan

Strategic Environmental Assessnents
(SEAs),

The mave toward SEAS in Ja
was part of 3 pew plan pro by
the panel that was geared 1o exam-
ining location, scale and other proj-

car-nn:unathcumd ity
study stage.

Why were power plants excluded
when they are 2 classic example of
the type of project that obviously
should undergo evaluation for their
effects on the environment? In oth-
er countries, such assessments oc-
cur at the feasibility stage, and

mumpkz‘ruopoml arc examined, re-
guiring disclosure of the facts
revealed by such studics

The commission included 3 mem-
ber sympathetic to the domestic elec-
tric power industry and affiliated
ficlds. The member insists he doesn't
sce why new environmental sssess.
ment rules are needed for their sec-
tor,

Yet the need can hardly be more
obvious. The impact of a nuclear
power plant on the flora and fauna
:b{llu vicinity is huge and unavoid-

R

The indusiry also claims early in-
formation disclosure at the project
planning stage is detrimental to cor-
porate interests because it makes it
more difficult to butld new facili-
ties,

Globally, carly public cxamination
of prok‘:tdplms is the norm not only
in the industrialized nations, but
among developing countries as well
1 have never heard of a case in which
this anoroach has undermined cor-

When i1 comes to
= over facill-

ty locations, early
information disclo-
sure can lead to
faster resolution of
lssues

The commission
discuuion;ox'lsno
logical are the op- Harashina
position’s reasons
against early information disclosure.

bare up to that point
The final draft contained a new,
last-minute clause that re-
Moves power from the list.
The clause reads; “In view of the
fact that no conclusion has been

the change.

Normally, this additional section
wortld have been tossed out, but resis-
tance from burcaucrats in the panel

secretariat prevented that from hap-
penung

er minisries.

It is ridiculous to allow such ad-
vance negotiations to affect the final
report. This s backward logc at its
worst, like putting the cart before the

It is neither logical nor fair 1o ex-
clude clectrical power stations from
strategic environmental assessments.

Akira Amart, the minister of the
economy, trade and industry, earlier
said in responsc to the nuclcar pow-
¢t industry’s accident cover-up scan-
dal: “T want to climinate this calture
of cover-ups.

Well, here is a golden opportunity
to do just that in the plan to adopt

I retain a small hope that the elec-
tric power industry voluntarily will
adopt the new environmental assess-
ment rules

In doing so, the industry could
demonstrate it is serious about mak-
ing progress in its corporate social
responsibility. Without such g re-
sponse, however, the industry cannot
vxpect the public to believe it is
carnestly trying to deal with the se-
rious issues facing the environment.

The author is g professor at Tokyo
Imo[TMoxywhom

be president of I
mfwtnwm:n:tm
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IAIA SEA Symposium in Hong Kong, February 2009
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IAIA DR ERITEIRR TE (Code of Ethics)
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5. To refuse to provide professional services
whenever the professional is required to
bias the analysis or omit or distort the facts

in order to arrive at predetermined finding
or result
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